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White Horse Inn, OIld Swanenburg Farm
[}
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STREET&NUMBER
"80 Swedesford Road _NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN IA-tA, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Malvern (-graaor) VICINITYOF 5th
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Pennsylvania M-2 Chester 029
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC —OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
3"BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE 3C_UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  ARELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
2ANO —MILITARY A0THER: unused
QOWNER OF PROPERTY ]
NAME
Skip and Pat Miller
STREET&NUMBER
179 Sproul Road
CITY . TOWN STATE
Malvern VICINITYOF Pennsylvania 19355

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE -
" REBIRY (F DEHS,EIC Choster County Courthouse
SIREET&NUMBER
Market Street
CITY TOWN STATE
West Chester Pennsylvania
Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TIE
Historic Marker Survey ~ !
DATE

1935
DEPOSITORYFOR

SIRVEYREIORDS  Chostor County Historical

CITY.TOWN

West Chester

—HDERAL. —STAIE ACOUNTY —1OCAL

Society,

225 North High Street

STATE
Pennsylvania



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT ADETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE
—GOOD —RUINS XALTERED _MOVED DATE_
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The White Horse Tavern is a two-story stone structure, pointed
beneath its present stucco surface. Itwasbuilt intwostages, the
eastern end being built circa 1750. Thewestern end was built at
the last decade of the 1Sthcentury. The former portion being low-
ceiled, theroof of that part islower than that of the western
end thus giving the Tavern aneasily recognizable profile.

The exterior is distinguished by two endchimneys anda center
chimney which actually served the west end of theoldsection before
the addition around 1790. These stone chimneys are cappedwithbrick
at theattic level. Two broad doors serve as front entries, and two
smaller doors exit from the kitchen-ell andtherear hall. The
windows in the eastern end are predominately 6 over 6, with deep
sills andplastered squarely on the interior. Those in the western
end are 6 over .

An enclosed porch runs the length of the Tavern front. It is
likely, from accounts of the times, that this was enclosed in the
19th century.

The interior of the tavern isas follows:

The eastern endisconstructed inthe style ofearly Pennsylvania.
The first floor has twofieldstone fireplaces lined with brick.
Two oaklintels remain intact, the one 11-12 feet inlength, the
other 8'. The larger fireplace has stone ledges for cookware and
a candle niche, as it no doubt served theneeds of the tavern for
cooking. This fireplace isflanked by a spiral stairway leading to the
second floor landing.

The western enddownstairs has twoadjoining rooms with one
fireplace ineach. These areof steel-greymarble andarecloseted
on the side.

The cellar isstone-walled with no less than four chimney arches.
Some hadopen flues inthe past and may have been used for soapmaking
and some cooking. A tunnel connects thenew and old portions of the
cellar. Original doors still persist between the cellar compartments,
and totheoutside, leading toa stairway on the exterior. The
timbers are atthis date, ingood repair.

Broad plank flooring exists throughout the Tavern, andallceilings
were originally lath andplaster. Two of these have been "renovated" in
the recent past, exposing the beams. These would have tobe replastered
to theoriginal state. These would have tobe replastered tothe original
state. Vandalism has left many windows broken andthe interior exposedto
the elements. Inspite ofthis the plaster and woodwork remain intact.
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save for onedoor andtwo mantles recently stolen. Original
hardware is inmost cases present. However, several shutters,
catches, door knobs, etc. have fallen prey to scavengers.

Also located on the property is a gable roofed stucco barn.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFYABELOW
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The White Horse Tavern was situated at the -g5"d milestone from
Philadelphia, on an early east-west trail (called "The Great Wagon
Road"; later, called the "0ld Lancaster Turnpike"; later still,
"Swedesford Road).

An inn stood in this anea”""from”"the early 18th century, the first
building of log. On the openin|y"&r" séaearal 1735-M+07 the log ium was
enlarged to theeast with thepresent (early) stone section. Later,
(Post-Revolutionary) thelog building was removed for the new west
section.

The White Horse Tavern served as a center of commerce to thewest
for theearly life of thecolonies. Itlater served as headquarters
for theAmerican forces following theBattle of Brandywine, and at
the Battle of theClouds. It served as a waystation on thePost to
Lancaster during the sessions” Of the"Continental Congress there.

Its owners were implemental in the communications with Washington at
Valley Forge.

As a tavern on the edge of thecivilized coloijijj’e"s, the White Horse
drew from allclasses itsclientele; thegeneraT”'"ravellng westward
to Lancaster and York would sitbeside thecattle drovers on the split
slab benches and stools of theInn. 1Indians, sometimes a threat and at
other times entertainment, would perform feats with bow and arrow for
drinks of rum or room in theloft of the barn.

The tavern served as a waystation for thefirst successful coach
line toLancaster. Established by Frederick Doersch andWilliam Weaver,
it began itstrip from theKing of Prussia Tavern, at Market and Third
in Philadelphiatwice a week., Since the White Horse Tavern stood at
the 2k milestone of thelancaster Road, it served exclusively as the
overnight stop of thestage. The fare was 20 shillings.

From its strategic location intheGreat Valley, theWhite Horse
commanded a fine view not only of thevalley but of thehills to the
south. This fact, and theready access toroutes of escape, caused
the Innto serve as headquarters of thecontinental army after the
defeat at Brandywine. On September 16, 1777? Washington regrouped
at White Horse, a spot of his own choosing for the reasons above and
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Significance; (continued)

took a stand against Howe's troops, then at the site of Immaculata
College on the Edgmont Road. Skirmishing occurred but a heavy down-
pour wetted the powder of both armies and prevented further confron-
tation. Washington's troops withdrew down the Lancaster Road toward
Howellville, John Kerlin, then the proprietor of the Inn, served
captive host to the Hessian regulars. Their pillage amoimted to

199 pounds in value, and Kerlin's claim for this amount still exists.
When, in December of 1777? Washington went into quarters in Valley
Forge, one of his most trusted messengers. Captain Patrick Anderson,
rested here on his relay to Lancaster where the Continental Congress
was then in session. Indeed, his home was a short mile or two from
the White Horse.

The history of the White Horse as a center of commerce and trans-
portation, of military concerns, and the concerns of simple Pennsyl-
vania farm life is long and has touched many lives in the growth of
Pennsylvania and our nation. It has only been since the construction
of the new road to Lancaster one mile south of White Horse, that the
use of the Tavern as such has declined. Under the care of the Swanen-
burgs of Frazer, the Inn stood in fine condition for the better part
of this century. Within the past 22 years, the Tavern has changed
hands often, and received inadequate care.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AN&COLINTIE®? FOR PROfERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

A - r - A A

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE Madeline L. . Cohen
DavA'd A .Carolyn .Plllman/IAOris M. Powell
ORGANIZATION Pa. HlSt . & Mus C(IIm. DATE
Citizens E. Whiteland Twp. July, 1976
STREET & NUiyi9ER Box #1026 TELEPHONE
"18 Westgate Village/ 20 Doe Lane 717- A363
. CITY OR TOWN Harrisburg STATE
Frazer Malvern pennsylvnia. p

ISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THESTATE IS: '
NATIONAL A STATE X LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer.for the National Histork” Prese.rvation Act of 196.6 (Public Law 89-665). J
hereby nominate this property for inclusion i been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the

MM Pehnsylvania Hlstorlcal &Museum ComInlssmn M SV
thawWv ' - J —r : X " A - . . A C_ AN,

| PROPERTY IS ED IN THE 14ATtONAL REGISTER
i
ATTEST
MITIi'iHiUlill

GPO 892.453
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ATI THAT C::.'RT.\IK parcel of land, with the horeditcnents and
appurten-"-nces. Situate in the Cownship of East Whiteland, County
cf"Chester and State of Psnn37lvfEnia, bcundedfand described
according to a certain Plan "chereof, nade for vVatson and Kark
?'.vaner.bor2i, by G.D. Houtaan, on Karch 27, 195”» and described
"s follows, to wit:

3-ai:';j-ILG at-a point in the center line ofthe Swedesford A
l-cad (vrcpcsed Tiftj' feet wide) at the distance of Two hundred
tv.-enty-five feet neasured ?:outhe.-istv.'ardly along the .said center
lir,"? c£ .""e', secesford Rc.id fron its intersection from the center
line cf70':re "'29, (proposed Fifty feet '.e.-ide); thence continuing
Icrs the center line of the said Hwedesford P.oad, the two follow-
in.', courses anddist.-jnces: (1) South I'-ijhty-four degrees, thirty-
fcur 36ccends Zast, One hundred twolve feet andsix-tenths feetto
- ?20in-j, and (2) T'orth Seventy-eic;ht degrees, forty-two seconds
",e005t, JIi;:hty-Cfven and fifty-Srvja one-hundredths feet toa point;

r':;einf: thro-.'~h an Iclnr.i (located at the intersection
>4 Ve ' 1il;, center line of trc ¢"r'.'pr,cKford Koad s.ndhe center

of th 0ld Flan"brook Avenue) andalonij the center line of

o 1+ eadf; Aver.u;-, South -i-hirty-two decrees, forty-seven
tec ond J xiiast, Two hundred eiG'"-ty-eight and seventy-eiGnt one-
;j-uaredths feet toa point, a corner of Lot .27 on said plan;
thence along lot #'27 South A nine dec?rees, fourteen seconds
13t WO ndred twenty and sixty--sev.”n one-hundrec:ths feet
tj a point, a corner of Lot A29 on said plan; thence alonj; Lot
*:i29, *he two follov.-inA courses and distances: (1) North Thirty
ce’'r-rs, forty-si>: AMeconds V.'est, Cne hundred feet to a point;

(2; "cr;h Sixty-eirht decrees, two seccnis Vest, One hundred forty-
~hree rrd ninety-five one-hundredths feet tc a point, a corner
of Lot rr2A\ thence < tending al?ns said Lot #2A, ITorth Five
b\.'enty-six econcf iast. Two hundred ten and twenty-
to the first mentioned point and
'o cf bcArinnins.

cot 26 on the above premises.

i Cn? acre and ninety-three one-hundredths acres.
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Correction of Boundaries, UTli's and Verbal Boundary Description

In reviewing a nomination foran adjacent property we find that we
made an error in the drawing of the boundaries on the USGS map for
the nomination 6f the V/hite Horse Inn, Chester County, placed on
the National Register 12/29/7". Below are the corrected UTM's and
site map showing legal boundaries. Also included is a new USGS map.

Zone 18 1,8 acres

A h"O 700 360
B hS0 770 >+

C "50 700 #M&32 280
b 1450 650 112 300
E h"O 620 hh"2 360
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
WILLIAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING
BOX loze
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120

November 8. 1978

Mr. William J. Murtagh mVZ
Keeper of theNational Register

National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20270

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed foryour review and ccnslderation
the following property. White Horse Tavern, Chester County,
for nomination to theNational Register of Historic Places.
If any additional information is needed, letus know.

Sincerely yours.

William K. Watson
Grant Manager
Office of Historic Preservation

Enclosure

WKW/tlc



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHECIOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION -—

PROJECT: AJUAAMA JUASUX. 72 /-A>yA

TOFROR:  Mi>LOUMAA CA-Aigh DATE: A -zAANf
ADDRESS: M SV<A PHONE:
STAFF MEMBER: JAAKACAA DIVISION:
REPORT:
-AAE aJA_AiA*A AAAA

AHAHU/O  (AAXA A XI-AUAAEA/ASA 3y <o FA /- AXA.ytiiM* A
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE PENNSYLVANU

IFC 2 3 Bb

Date Entered

Name Location

Malvern vicinity

White Horse Tavern
Cheater County

Also Notified
Honorable Richard S. Schweiker
Honorable Henry Joha Reins III State Historie Preservation Offieer

Honorable Richard T. Schulze Mr. Bd Weintraub
Executive Director, Pennsylvania

Historical and Museua CoosdLsslan

P.O. Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

\NR Byers/es 1/23/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.






